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scientists, but the people of Leningrad, acted as hosts.
One foreign delegate tried to give a tip to a maid at the
hotel, who struggled downstairs witli his books, and to the
porter who put them on the train. Both refused—and tips
are usually very welcome in the Soviet Union. The porter
said in a surprised tone, * But you are our guests here'.
The delegates arrived back in Moscow on Friday, 29
June. The celebrations had continued for fourteen days,
and some of the foreigners were exhausted and anxious to
return home; but they found awaiting them in Moscow a
fresh crop of engagements. There was a rumour, no more,
that some of the delegates might be entertained at the
Kremlin on the following evening. It was therefore out of
the question for them to be given a Soviet plane to return
home before 1 July; and there was no other way to go
home. On 29 June a grand concert was held at the Boishoi
Theatre, with no less than twenty-four items: orchestra,
recitations of poetry, songs, piano solos, the State Dance
Ensemble, and the famous Red Army Choir in songs and
folk dances; almost as gargantuan as a Soviet banquet.
Saturday, 30, June, was spent in uneasy speculation.
According to the programme, the celebrations were over;
yet there was no opportunity for the delegates to go home.
It was 'still possible that the delegates would be summoned
to the Kremlin. The uncertainty lasted till about 4 o'clock
in the afternoon, when it was announced that Generalissimo
Stalin would entertain some of the delegates, and the
members of the Academy, to a banquet that same evening
at seven o'clock. Specially printed and numbered tickets,
each inscribed with the name of the guest, were distributed
at 5 p.m. At 6.30 p.m. the guests were driven in buses to
the road leading into the Kremlin. There, notwithstanding
the rain, the guests were disembarked to walk up the road
and to pass through the gate. At the gate each guest was
scrutinised by militiamen and the foreign guests were
identified by one or other of the ' shepherds' who ha4
accompanied them during the celebrations. At the gate'

